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3. Dectail of a Plan for a Block of
Thirty-Two Frame HHouses Built on
North LaSalle Street, 1869

Balloon frame construction, whether it
had elaborate ornamentation or not, was -
the most common way ‘builders found to
meet the demand for new housing. This
rendering shows the facade detail of one of
thirty-two houses erected at one time. The
builders boasted that “the partition between
the houses are all double, with a four inch
space between the studs thae will enable
the proprictors to remove them. . . . in

case of fire.” A stream of water could then
be directed into the space.

(Courtesy Chicago Historical Society.)
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