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UNIFORM BUILDING CODE

wma‘: ........

Part.1 43 (Administrative)

CHAPTER 1.

SEC 101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.

CHAPTER 2.

SEC 201.
202.
203.
204.
205.

CHAPTER 3.

SEC 301.
302.
303.
304.
305.
306.

FMEGEE (Title and Scope)

#& HE (Title)

B 9 (Purpose)

8 B (Scope)

REOAH~DEMB (Application to Existing Buildings)

B (Moved Buildings)

B & WD LY (Alternate Materials and Methods of Construction)
B B (Tests) :

L #IT  (Organization and Enforcement)

HPIDMIEX  (Creation of Department)

WREYDHES & /I (Powers and Duties of Building Official)
Bk B (Unsafe Buildings)

KL EASL  (Board of Appeals)

B &S (Violations and Penalties)

Braj & %%  (Permits and Inspections)

BFOJE33A  (Application for permits)
JRZFT  (Building Permits)

¥ & (Fees)

7t ¥ (Inspections)

#5902 (Special Inspections)
{#MIERE  (Certificate of Occupancy)

Part. 1 E&&B5ME (Definition and Abbreviations)

CHAPTER 4.

2% & B85  (Definition and Abbreviations)

Part.l1 M ¥4: (Requirements Based on Occupancy)

CHAPTER 5.

SEC 501.
502.
503.

AR & 2D YT E D 12O —RIRAE

Classification of all Buildings by Use or Occupancy
and General Requirements for all Occupancies )
ALESHA (Occupancy Classified)

Mis2d  (Change in Use)

MaME  (Mixed Occupancy)

i)

21
21
21
21
22
23
23
24
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" TITLE 24

ABUILDINC STANDARDS
{Reglstor 81, No. 11—3-1481) B (p. i)

TITLE 24. . BUILDING STANDARDS
GENERAL PREFACE

STATE BUILDING STANDARDS LAW *

‘Health and Safety Code (Sections 18901-18948)

18901. Short title. This part shall be known and may be cited : ildi
18901, Short 1 P 4 and may be cited as the State Building

18905. Construction. Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions contained
in this article shall govern the construction of this part.

18905.5. Adopting agency. “Adopting agency™ means a state agency responsible for
the administration of a program which has adopted and submitted for approvgloa building
standard or building standards to the commission.

18906. Adoption or adopt. “Adoption” or “adopt” means, with respect to the proce-
dure for gro_m’_ulgation of a building standard, the final act of a state agency responsible
for the administration of a program in promulgating a building standard for such pro-
gram, to become effective upon approval.

18%07. Approval. “Approval” means, with respect to the procedure for promulgation
gﬁ a building standard, the codification, including publication, of a building standard by
e commission. :

18908. Building; structure. (a) “Building” means any structure used for support or
shglter of any use or occupancy. “Structure” means that which is built or constructed, an
edifice or building of any kind or any piece of work artificiully built or composcd of parts
joined together in some definite manner, except any mobilehome as defined in Section
39(2{)0)( tl;ae \l’;hicle C?dg. i
*“Building" includes a structure wherein things may be grown, made, produ

kept, handled, stored, or disposed of. 8 yoe s . produced,

(c) All appendages, accessories, apparatus, appliances, and equipment installed as a
part of building or structure shall be deemed to be a part thereof. .

(d) “Building” does not include machinery, equipment, or appliances installed for
manufacture or process purposes only, any construction installations which are not a part
of a building, or any tunnel, mine shaft, highway, or bridge.

18909. Buildingstandard. (a) “Building standard” means any statute, rule, regulation,
order, or other requirement promulgated by a state agency, including any amendment
or repeal of such requirement, which affects, regulates, requires, forbids, or pertains to
the method of use, properties, performance, or types of materials used in construction,
alteration, improvement, repair, or rehabilitation of a building, structure, factory-built
housing, or other improvement to real property, including fixtures therein, and as deter-
mined by the commission.

(b) “Building standard" includes architectural and design functions of a building or
structure, including, but not limited to, number and location of doors, windows, and other
openings, stress or loading characteristics of materials, and methods of fabrication, clear-
ances, and other functions. '

}c) *Building standard” does not include a regulation, rule, or order relating to the
enforcement of a building standard, including the penalties for failure to comply with

-such building standard. ‘
(d) “Building standard" does not include any safety regulations which any state

agency is authorized to adopt relating to the operation of machinery and equipment used
in manufacturing, processing, or fabricating including, but not limited to, warchousing
and food processing operations, excepting safelc:{ regulations relating to permanent ap-
pendages, accessories, appuratus, appliances, and equipment attached to such building as
a part thereof, as determined by the .commission.

(e) “Building standard” does not include temporary scaffoldings and similar tempo-
rary safety devices and procedures, which are used in the crection, demolition, movirg,
or alteration of buildings. . : :

*See NOTE page 1.
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(N “Building standard” does not include any regulation relating to operations or
procedures established for the administration of a program of a state agency or for the
internal management of a state agcncr. .

(g) “Building standard” does not include any regulation, rule, order, or standard which
pertains to mobilehomes, commercial coaches, or recreational vehicles, ,‘

(h) “Building standard” does not include any regulation, rule, order, or standard -
which pertains to mausoleums regulated under Part 5 (commencing with Section 9501)
of Division 8 of the Health and Safety Code.

18910.- Code. *“Code” means the State Building Standards Code, including the triennial
edition, the annual supplements, and the emergency supplements.

18911. Codification; codify; opereive date. “Codification” or “codify” means the
transmittal of a building standard, .ncluding an emergency standard, to the Office of
Administrative Law for filing and publication in the code pursuant to the provisions of
Chapter 3.5 (commcncing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code. For the Eurgoses of this part, “Administrative Procedures Act,” as
defined in Section 11370 of the Government Code, includes Chapter 3.5 (commencing
with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
This section shall become operative July 1, 1980.

18912. Commission. “Commission” means the State Building Standards Commission.

18913, Emergency standard. "Emerﬁenc‘y standard” means a building standard or an
order of repeal of a building standard filed for publication in the code by the commission
pursuant to the provisions of 11346.1 of the Government Code.

This section shall become operative July 1, 1980.

18914. Exccutive Secrctary. “Executive secretary” means the Executive Secretary of
the State Building Standards Commission.

18915. Local agency. “Local agency™ means a city, county, and city and county,
whether general law or chartered, district agency, authority, board, bureau, department,
commission, or other governmental entity of less than statewide jurisdiction. Local
agency includes any entity of regional jurisdiction. Local agency does not include an"
agency of the federal government. .

18916. Model code. “Model code” means any building code recommended for adop-
tion by public bodies, whether drafted by private organizations or otherwise, and shall -
include, but not be limited to, the latest edition of the following;

(a) Uniform Housing Code of the International Conference of Building Officials.

(b) The Uniform Building Code of the International Conference of Building Officials.

(¢) The Uniform Plumbing Code of the International Association of Plumbing and
Mechanical Officials. - : i .

ﬂd) The Uniform Mechanical Code of the International Conference of Building Offi- -
cials and the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials.

{e) The National Electrical Code of the National Fire Protection Association. .

The Uniform Fire Code of the International Conference of Building Officials and

the Western Fire Chiefs Association, Inc. :

18917. Occupancy. “Occupancy” means the purpose for which a building, structure, . -
or other improvement to property, or a part thereof, is used or intended to be used.

18917.3. Publication; publish. *Publication” or “publish” means “codification” us de-
fined in Section 18911. . ’

18917.5. Scerctary. “Secretary” means the Secretary of the State and Consumer Serv- i
ices Agency. : :

18918. State agency. “State angency™ means a state agency as defined in Section 11000 - -

of the Government Code, cxcepting an agency in the judicial or legislative departments
oféhe Statc Government, and excepting a Jocul agency as defined in Section 18915 of this -
code.

18919. Regulation. “Regulation” means any rule, regulation, ordinance, or order pro- -
mulgated by a state or local agency, including rules, regulations, or orders relating to
occupancy or the use of land. “Regulation™ includes building standards. .
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{Register 81, No. 11—3-14-81) ' (p. iii)

- 18920. Existence; composition. There is continued in existence in the State and Con-
- sumer Services Agency a State Building Standards Commission consisting of the Secretary

of State and Consumer Services Agency, who shall serve ex officio, and 10 members
appointed by the Governor subject to conlirmation by the Senate.

18921. Appointed members. (a) The appointed members of the commission shall be
selected from, and represent the public, design professions, the building and construction
industry, local overnment, building oflicials, fire and safety officials, and labor in accord-
ance with the following: : :

(b) Four members shall be appointed from among the professions and industries
concerned with building construction as follows: ° : '

ﬁl) An architect.

2) A mechanical or electrical engineer or fire protection engineer.

(3) A structural engineer. : .

(4) A licensed contractor. , _

(c) Three members shall be appointed from among the general public.

(d) One member shall be appointed from organized labor in the building trades. -

(e) One member shall be appointed who is a local building official. -

(f) One member shall be appointed who is a local fire official. '

18922.  Chairman and vice chairman. The Secretary of the State and Consumer Sery-
ices Agency or the secretary’s representative shall serve as the chairman of the commis-
sion. The commission shall elect a vice chairman annually from among its members.

18923, Term of office. (a) Except as provided in this section, the term of office of
members of the commission shall be four years and they shall hold office until the

gppoiptn&ent and qualification of their successors, not to exceed 180 days after such term
is expired. . .

(b) The terms of members of the commission in office on ganuary 1, 1980, shall expire
on January 1, 1980, but they shall continue to serve pending the appointment und qualifi-
cations of their successors. v

(c) The terms of the initial members of the commission appointed to serve after
January 1, 1980, shall be determined by the Governor, as follows:

(1) The terms of two members shnl{expire on January 1, 1981.

(2) The terms of three members shall expire on January 1, 1982,

(3) The terms of two members shall expire January 1, 1983.

(4) The terms of three members shall expire on January 1, 1984,

(d) Prior members of the commission may be reappointed.

18924, Compensation; travel expenses. The members of the commission shall serve

withcut compensation. Members of the commission who are not state officers shall be

paid their actual necessary travel expenses.
18925. Exccutive secretary, The commission shall appoint an Executive Secretary of

. the State Building Standards Commission who shall hold office at the pleasure of the
. commission. The executive secretary shall make public the processes of tg
- The executive secretary shall appoint, in accordance with civil service and other provi-

e commission.

sions of law, such officers and employees as may be necessary to carry out the intent and
purposes of this part.

18926, Existence; composition; duties. (a) There is, in the office of thé exccutive secre- .
tary, a coordinatinﬁ council. The membership of such council shall consist of the executive
secretary who shall serve as chairperson, and representatives appointed by the State
Director of Health Services, the Director of the Office of Statewide Health Planning and
Development, the Director of Housing and Community Development, the Director of

"Industrial Relations, the State Fire Marshal, the Executive Director of the State Encrgy

Resources Conservation and Development Commission, and the Director of General

-~ Services.

(b) Subject to the pleasure of the commission:

(1) The council shall review proposed building standards submitted to the commission
for approval for compliance with the criteria for approval set forth in Section 18930.

(2) The council shall draft groposed building standards which the commission is au-
thorized to adopt pursuant to Section 18933 for the consideration of the commission and

approval, utilizing the criteria of Section 18930.

BUILDING STANDARDS TITLE 24 ‘
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. visory panels. The commission may appoint from the design professions, the
lla?x?lz(;{ing}\:nd crg'ngtruction industry, the occupancies to be affected by thel pro%osp
standards, and interested governmental agencies, appropriate advisory panels to ac \;xsg
the commission and its staff with respect to building standards. The personshapl?qxlré ted
to such panels shall be specifically qualified in the type of work embraced by the building
stnndargs in question. Such persons shall serve without compensation, but may receive
actual necessary travel expenses.

ildi i ions; inations; -benefit re-
030. Approval of building standards; considerations; de'lermmnt!ons, cos.t ‘
\lr?cw. (nf’pAny building standard adopted by state agencies shall be submitted to and
approved by the State Building Standards Commission prior to codification. In %rder }:o
accomplish this task, building standards adopted by state agepcxes_and submitted to the
commission for approval shall be accompanied by an analysis written by the adopt}qg
agency which shall, to the satisfaction of the commission, justify the approval thereof in
ing criteria: . .
ter(r;\s %';x::h;rggtosz’énbguilciing standard does not conflict with, overlap, or duplicate other
ildi dards. : . .
buzlz % hs::t:g;o;;sed building standards is within the parameters established by enabling
legislation. . o dard
blic interest requires the adoption of such building standards. .
8; %}:g g;log:gsed builciing1 standard is not unreasonable, arbitrary, unfair, or capri--
i in whol in part. . . .
cxo(%s), l'i}h‘: cgs(t: t%rthe F;;ublic is reasonable based on the overall benefit to be derived from
ildi tandards. . . .
su‘zg)b}l{ggngo;gsed building stindard is not um cessarily ambiguous or vague, in whole
o (l’?) p'i'llité applicable national speciﬁc:&tionsﬁpublisthcdhstandards, aqgtr:odel codes have -
i ted therein as provided in this part, where appropriate.
bez:sn) :%%c::;{)::rz:\:t of the propop;ed building standards is consistent with that adopted by .
the(b%OTnn:les?&l&inF building standards submitted for its approval, the commission shall -
ider only the [ollowing: .
co?ls; The rc):'eord of the proccedings of the adopting agency. i
(2) The evidence submitted to and considered by the adopting agency. sis of the"
{(c) The commission shall give great weight to the determinations and analysis o AE e
adopting agency on each of the criteria for approval set fort?x in subdmsxox} (n})). x}:y )
factual determinations of the adopting agency shall be considered conclusive by th 5 .
commission unless the commission specifically finds, and sets forth its reasoning in wnt
ing, that such factual determingtion ili :u'bcil trary and capricious or substantially unsupport-
i idence considered by the adopting agency. :
¢ Vt’J et::vg;ntlSe commission maKes such a finding, it shall return the standard ctiofth':a )
adopting agency for a reexamination of its original determination of the d‘s%ll'teh aﬁﬁ
g) Whenever a building standard is princigally m'tenc_ied"to protect the pu l1)«'(:i health
and safety, its adoption shall not be a “factual determination'” for purposes of su thsll"on ;
(c). Whenever a uilding standard is principally intended to conserve energy olx; o fe_l; .
natural resources, the commission shall consider or review the cost to the public or benefit -
to be derived as a “factual determination” pursuant to subdivision (¢). divi ) that
(e) Whenever the commission finds, pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivison (a hat .
a buillding standard is adopted by an adopting agencr pursuant to statutes re mth g .
adoption of such building standard, the commission shall not consider or ggy:g»_v w c) er N
such adoption is in the public interest pursuant to paragraph (3) of subdivision (a). -

31, ties. The commission shall perform the following: .
18%2% In%léég:dancc with Section 18930 and within 120 days ?rgm the dste of recexptvgf .
adopted standards, review such standards of adopting agencies in or ex;1 todappl;o b
e o e e T s stsadards are rotormed for amend. *

ission for its approval. en building stz f i
:tcxgr:‘t)t::}', fe(j:ggt‘;?i. the commiss‘i)(?n shall inform the adopting agency of the dspeciiﬁc geastgns '
for such recommended changes or rejection, citing the criteria require .un gr ec 12?\ J
18930. When standards are not acted upon by the commission within 1820 ags,-lsdq -
standards shall be approved, including codification and publication in theb taﬁe ui u}g- .
Standards Code, without further review and without return or rejection by the commis- . .
51035) Codify, including publish, ull building standards of state agencies and statutef:‘
deﬁnin% building standards into 6ne State Building Standards Code.

(c) Resolve conflict, duplication, and overlap in building standards in the code.

(AL T vvtirm mmmeietnmmes 20 marmanclatiirns ard farmat in the cade
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18932. Repeal of building standards; adoption and approval of portion of repealed
standards; contents of code. .

(a) The commission may require an appropriate state agency to adopt the repcaler,
in whole or in part, of building standards published in the State Building Standards Code.
The commission may request state agencies to adopt the repealers, in whole or in part,
or building standards published in other titles in the California Administrative Code, and
in such event, a state agency may adopt, and the commission may approve, any portion
of such repealed building standards into the State Building Standards Code in accordance
with Sections 18930 and 18933.

(b) The code shall indicate the agency having responsiblity vested by law for the
administration of each building standard and the occupancy or occupancies.affected by
each such building standard. .

(c) The code shall include an index and reference guide.

éd) The commission shall establish the format for the code to conform it as nearly as
it deems practicable with the model codes. .

18933. Amendment of building standards; repeal of building standards in conflict with
code standards. (a) The commission may give affected state agencies reasonable time,

as specified by the commission, to adopt amendments to building standards submitted for

approval. If such agencies do not do so within such reasonable time as specified, the
commission shall convene a committee composed of a representative from each of the
agencies affected and such other qualified persons as selected by the commission. This
committee shall prepare a recommendation for commission action upon such building
standards. Upon such recommendation,. or if the committee does not prepare such a
recommendation and deliver it to the commission within 30 days after being appointed,
the commission may rewrite, edit, amend, or adopt, and approve such building standards
consistent with the intent of this part and in accordance with the Administrative Proce-
- dure Act and the criteria for approval provided in Section 18930. It shall not, however,
be required that hearings or other administrative procedure be duplicated on unchanged
portions of building standards previously adopted and approved by the commission.
building standards pursuant to Section 18941 in the triennial edition of the code, shall
recommend to affected state agencies the repeal of building standards of such state
agencies which were adopted, or are, in conflict with such published standards in the
‘code. If the state agency does not adopt the repealer of such building standards of such
state agencies within a reasonable time as specified by the commission, the commission
shall convene a committee composed of a representative of each of the agencies aflected
and such other qualified person as selected by the commission to prepare a recommenda-
tion for commission action on such building standards. Upon such recommendation, or
if such committee does not prepare such recommendation and deliver it lo the commis-
sion within 30 days after being appointed, the commission may repeal such buildin
standards, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. This subdivision sha
not supersede the provision of Section 18943, but, instead, provides the procedure for
effecting such provisions.

18934. Public participation; guidelines. State agencies proposing to adopt building
standards shall adopt, and the commission shall approve, regulations establishing proce-
dures to assure public particiration in the development of building standards and regula-
tions. The commission shall also adopt regulations establishing guidelines for these
procedures to assure consistency among the various state agencies.

18935. Notice and hearings; approval of time and place of hearings; changes in standards.

{b) Pursuant to the provisions of Section 18943, the commission, aftc}r Eublication of
t .

{a) Notice of proposed building standards shall be given and hearings shall be held by

the adopting agencies, as required by the Administrative Procedure Act, prior to the
adoption of such building standards and submission to the commission for approval.
(b) In order as to assure an absence of conflict between hearings and a maximum

opportunity for interested parties to be heard, no hearings by adopting agencies shall be -
conducted unless the time and place thereof has been approved in writing by the commis--

sion prior to public notices of such hearin%‘bcing given by such adopting agencies.

(¢) 1f, after standards are submitted to the commission for approval, the commission
requires chunges therein as a condition for such approval, and such changes are made,
no additional hearing by the affected state agencies shall be required in connection with

making such changes.

: BUILDING STANDARDS TITLE 24
(p. vi) {Register 81, No. 11—3-14-81)

18936. Notices of hearing; mailing to organizations and agenci issi

m:.nl notices of hearings prescribed by Section 11346.4 gf thecsé:ox'ga}:ﬁrcrfemn?gzg: i}/‘xﬂ}
n}:].:.pecbt to its proposed action on any building standards to any design organizations
chambers of commerce, consumer groups, building and construction industry organiza.
tions, governmental agencies, and other parties and organizations that have submitted

4 written request therefor within the one year period immediately recedinithe date -
t

of such notices, at least 30 days prior to any hearin i
to do so shall not invalidate any such adopt’ion m-l aig;gf/fu‘fn' provided that
This section shall become operative July 1, 1880,

18937. Emergency standards.  (2) Emer
03’ met . gency standards shall be acted -
_mission within 30 days and only w%wn the adopting agencies have mudeo&?ﬁtrlx‘cfir?gn;f
eénerg(én?' required by Secnonsd.ll346.l and 11346.5 of the Government Code and have
aC opte td e }:amergengy.standard in compliance with Section 11346.1 of the Government
ode, nrl\ the commission concurs with such finding. Both such concurrence and the
g??ﬁg\; rgfntil;q em?t'ge:i_cy standarc}s require an aflirmative vote of % of the members
o %Snter. sion attending a meeting, or not less than six affirmative votes, whichever
Emergency standards approved by the commissi ivisi
shall be filed by the commison pursuant tz Sectio 36,1 of the Craveymapdivision (a)
] n 11346,
shall be spbject. to the provisions of that section. 6.1 of the Government Code and
(c) This section shall become operative July 1, 1980.

18938. Filing and publication. Buildin i
| 1 8 g standards shall be filed with
Slt]::itesggﬁ gz?lggcgug\l .tixe que only ::{lte; 'hel:y htz'w% been ;x[:q;x-ow;;l byt&isc%%%?&o(g
ished in any other .itle of the California Admini i
E})lmeligen% standards shall be filed with the Secretary of Statel: alri!d taglgg;ztg:l (;?(ti:r.
{) e A ave ezn approved by the commission as required by Section 18937. The ﬁf;ng of
uilding standards adopted or approved pursuant to this part, or any certification with

respect thereto, with the Secretary of i
SoTme by roto, with the S y of State, or elsewhere as required by law, shall be done

18939, Incorporation of text of model codes. Buildin standards ad

by tll:xe commission prior to January 1, 1982, shall incor grate the text oo tt!fed rgggg :ggs.g
applicable national spec.lﬁcatxor}s. or published standards, in whole or in part, only by
;‘e e}:ex}ce. with appropriate additions or deletions therefrom. After that date, in addiyh'ox{
% the foregoing authority, the commission shall decide, and if it deems it t;ppro riate
adgopt or approve standards which incoporate, in whole or in part, the text of such

publications, with changes in, or deleti i i i
Fhe Stat Do Stan%i 28 int, or del ions thereflrom, directly incorporated in the text of

18940. Codification of standards. (a) Buildin issi
C | . g standards approved by th
shiﬂl be incorporated into the code and shall not be incorpoﬁgted intoyoth‘:el? ?rx::irxnles;?;}
tit (cle)s o%}s]t:tce) lgrgencxfg:sA 151 the Californli_'il Administrative Code. '
I ice of Administrative Hearings shall review all building stand
re u?atxons submitted to them for codification to identify and eliminateg bsu?lrc‘iir:l‘gdssta’:'lr:lq
ards from titles other than the State Building Standards Code. The commission and its

e failure

. staff shall assist the Office of Administrative Hearings to achieve this objective.

18941, Writen standards and regulations; administration and enfore ildi
standards and regulations shall be written and, whenever racticabfe? :g:ﬁinli\sjtlel;:gdz:gé
enforced on a performance basis consistent with state ancr nationally recognized stand-
ards for building construction in view of the use and occupancy of each structure to best
preserve und protect the public health.and safety.

18941.5. Local agency’s authority to establish more restricti
M1, : | tive standards.
xlxlglgl?clggtosgtt‘z?l?l:g}f rl;.‘zo»;/ conlt:a'mte.d nz) tl'ig part shall not limit the autho:i(z; ok:l;hrfysltt)iﬁ
e res ek -y 9 :
by o cotablish mare T rictive building standards when that authority is provided

18942,  Publication of code and supplements; inco i i
2. code 1 rporation and effective -
ards, tl;n}c; sale and availability of code, (a) The commission shall publisgcsosrocf;ts:sz:inso
e pud lished, bound editions of the code in its entirety once in every three years, such
peglq hcommcncm%)thh January 1, 1980. In each intervening year, thé commission shall
publish, or cause to'be published, annual bound supplements. In addition, the commision

shu" publlsh un emer cney standa lds su p! 313} \Vhe
g t pple ent never the commission (letcl mines

. A,
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